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Orphan Grain Train containers in Sudan

For many months, planning was underway to ship several containers to Sudan.
These containers hold many items that will vastly improve the quality of life in

Malakal, Sudan. We thank God for the many people who worked on getting these
containers shipped, prayed for safe travel, and those who will now travel to Sudan to
help get everything in place.

The three containers from Orphan Grain
Train in Norfolk, Nebraska, arrived in Port Sudan in
October 2008. From there, they traveled by barge
on the Nile River to Malakal, Sudan, where they
arrived in September, 2009. The containers hold a
tent to be used for church on Sunday, and a
waiting room for the medical clinic during the
week , educational materials, medical supplies,
water lines and purification system, fencing, a
generator, and farming equipment. When the
containers are emptied, one will be used for a
medical clinic, another for guest housing, and one
for storage.

There will be a team traveling to Malakal this
fall from Nebraska and Minnesota. That team of
people will be placing the containers on the church
property, digging the water lines, and putting
together the farm equipment. Placing these three
containers in Malakal has been a partnership
between Orphan Grain Train, LCMS World Relief
and Human Care, Webster Gardens Lutheran
Church in Webster Groves, Missouri, and the
Nebraska District LCMS. We give thanks to God for
these partnerships and the safe delivery of these
containers to Malakal.

Nile River

Port Sudan container docks

Port Sudan, Red Sea
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Missionary John Deang marries

Rev. John Deang, who serves as Missionary-at-Large to African Immigrants in the
Nebraska District, was married this spring. Please keep John and Martha in your prayers
as they begin their new life together, and Martha adjusts to being in the United States.

We rejoice with Rev. John Deang and his wife Martha, who were united in marriage on April
18, 2009, in Gambella, Ethiopia, as they were surrounded by over 1,000 family and friends.
Family members traveled from all over, including John’s Father from Sudan, as well as
several people from the United States. The wedding celebration lasted four days, as they
were surrounded by family and friends and began their marriage in the Lord’s name and
with His blessing.

Martha and her family are from Gambella, Ethiopia, where Martha graduated this spring
from the Mekane Seminary College where she studied human resource management.

The couple now resides in Omaha as John continues his work and serves the vacancy at the
Sudanese Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mission, Omaha.

Wedding party in Gambella

The happy couple

Sudan Adoption Agreements

Trying to come up with a unique idea for a the following Sudan mission projects:
Christmas gift or a gift for someone who is
very mission-minded? The District has several
Sudan adoption agreements, as well as
adoption agreements for District Ministriesin * Trained Teachers in Sudan

Nebraska. Also available are cards that can These and other project ideas are available on
be given describing your gift. the District website at www.ndlcms.org/
ministries/district/agreements.html.

e School Uniforms in Sudan
e Sudan Chapel or School Roof

There are adoption agreements available for

Nebraska District LCMS f 152 S. Columbia Ave. ¥ Seward, NE 68434 + 888-643-2961

www.ndlcms.org



John Deang’s time in Sudan

Rev. John Deang was on a Mission Trip to Malakal, Upper Nile State, and South Sudan from
October 18, 2008, to June 30, 2009. During that time, John was working to get the Orphan
Grain Train containers released from Port Sudan so they could travel to Malakal, where they
will be used. Following are some excerpts from John’s trip:

e October 18,2008 - | began collecting all the papers that are needed for exemption of the
custom fees at the Port Sudan.

e November 1- Rev. John Jock and | came to Khartoum.

e December 5-13 — The Muslims observed the holy day of Id (that they are claiming that
when God told Abraham to kill his son that son was not Isaac, but Ishmael. Therefore, the
Muslims do observe this holy day by killing sheep in the place of Ishmael. (“Observing”
means all offices were closed during this time.)

e December 13 — | went to Khartoum to follow up the process of the documents.

e January 7, 2009 — | left for Port Sudan by bus that took me ten hours.

e January 10 - We submitted the declaration form to custom office so that the agent can
start the clearance of the containers.

e January 13 — The containers were moved into the inspection area, and the container OGT
#871-2 was opened and inspected by the custom office. And the containers OGT #871-1
and 871-3 refused to open. The next day we tried again to open them, yet we were not
able to. We were advised by the custom office to ask the welder to come and open the
container OGT #871-1 but we have to inform the fire department in case of fire.

e January 15 - We brought the welder and he was able to open the container OGT #871-1 at
the presence of the fire fighter in case of the fire that can happen while he is opening
container. We also were able to talk with the seaport cooperation and they gave us a
crane that lifted up the container #871-3 and put it on top of other container while the
laborers were taking out the bolt.

e January 25 — The Federal Ministry of Health asked the Federal Pharmacy and Poisons
Board to write a letter to Dr. Moawia in Port Sudan so that he can check the hospital
supplies that are in container OGT #871-1.

e  February 1- He went to the Port in order to check the equipment, but the clinic was
locked in by other containers.

e February 3 - The Federal Pharmacy and Poisons Board wrote a letter to customs so that
they can release the medical clinic. However, the Pharmacy and Poisons Board rejected
some of the items in the container.

e March 7-13 - Mr. Richard Schmidt came to Khartoum from United Kingdom to help get
the containers released.

e March 14 - April 22 — | was doing my wedding.

e April 23 - 1 did resume the work of Orphan Grain Train while | was in Addis, but | did not
get into Sudan until May 24 because of transportation issues.

e May 24-25 - Dr. Maluit negotiated with the quality control department at the Port so that
they could release all the containers without any conditions.

e May 26 - The quality control promised Maluit to issue two certificates for two containers.
And the third container, which is medical clinic, the quality control department would
only allow the clothes that are sanitized. However, Dr. Maluit argued with the people at
the quality control department that all the items in the third container should be released
with the exception of the medical supplies and two microscopes there were retained by
the Federal Pharmacy and Poisons Board. But the quality control department agreed on
the condition that the rest of the items will be sanitized at the arrival of the containers in
Malakal.

e May 27 - The quality control department issued to certificates for two containers and
released the third container with the condition that when the containers arrive in Malakal
the items should be sanitized.
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Rev. Jock and Dr. Maluit

10 hour bus ride across this rugged terrain
from Khartoum to Port Sudan

PLEASE PRAY:

For the team traveling
to Sudan this fall

God’s blessing upon
the Consultation in
Omaha

Plans would be
developed to send
teachers to Sudan in
2010 to train teachers
in the Upper Nile
Region

For the four Sudanese
Vicars in Omaha, as
they work towards
completing their
studies at the Ethnic
Immigrant Institute of
Theology (EIIT) at the
Concordia Seminary,
St. Louis.
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Update -- District Office “Adoption”

In April 2008, the staff at the
Nebraska District Office in
Seward started going “casual
for a cause.” Twice a month, on

Donations may be sent to the
Nebraska District LCMS, PO Box
407, Seward, NE 68434, with the
designation of “casual for a
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“casual for a cause” Fridays, cause.”
employees may choose to wear
jeans and donate money
towards our mission we
adopted, which is “Build a
Chapel or School Roof in

Sudan.”

Consider adopting a “casual for =
a cause” program for your staff, |
and encourage co-workers and
those who come into the
building to donate to a mission
project of your choice. Staffs or
To date, we have $1,363.51 individuals may also choose to
towards our goal of purchasing  join with the District Office staff
one roof. and send donations in support
of our project. To date, we’ve
had two congregations
contribute towards our
adoption agreement - what a
blessing!

Visitors and those
attending meetings at the
District Office on the 1st
and 3rd Fridays of each
month are invited and
encouraged to wear jeans
and consider joining in
this effort.

Other church and school staffs
in the District are invited to join
us in this fun and easy way to
raise mission awareness and
support needed mission
projects through the Nebraska
District and LCMS World
Mission.

Periodic updates on the
progress of the District
staff will be given, and
challenges are welcome
from any other church or
school staff!

To see this adoption agreement,
go to: http://ndlcms.org/
ministries/district/adoption/
Sudan_Roofs.pdf.

Sudanese meeting in Omaha

In December, the Nebraska District will host the Consultation of Lutheran Ministries in the U.S. and
Canada that are partnering with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sudan. There will be a worship

service at the Sudanese Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mission, Omaha, and the meetings will take
place at King of Kings, Omaha.

LCMS World Mission is coordinating this meeting. This consultation will be an opportunity for the
groups working in Sudan to hear what God is doing in Sudan and how we can continue to work
together with our mission partners to share the Good News of Jesus Christ in Sudan.

The Nebraskans Reaching Out to Sudan is a publication that comes from the office of Rev. Rich Boring, |
Executive for Missions and Outreach.

Pastor Boring works with the ministries of the Nebraska District. He is available to visit with you about
existing or developing ministry opportunities across the District. He is also available to help
coordinate a servant event between your congregation's group and a

.. . Rev. Richard Bori
ministry in Nebraska. P

Executive for Missions and Outreach
152 S Columbia Avenue

. . . . . PO Box 407
If you have questions regarding this publication or any Nebraska Seward, NE 68434

District ministry, please do not hesitate to reach him at: 888-643-2961 + richb@ndlcms.org )!/
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